University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

6-22-1979

Dorothy M. Johnson gives manuscript to university
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Dorothy M. Johnson gives manuscript to
university" (1979). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 30380.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/30380

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

i n f o r m a t i o n s e r v i c e s • u n i v e r s i t y o f m o n t a n a • m i s s o u l a , m o n t a n a 59812 • (406) 243 2522

IMMEDIATELY

DOROTHY M. JOHNSON GIVES
MANUSCRIPT TO UNIVERSITY
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by
Mari beth Dwyer
UM Information Services
MISSOULA--

Dorothy M. Johnson has given the University of Montana the original manuscript
and the galley proofs of her latest novel, "All the Buffalo Returning," published
by Dodd, Mead and Company, New York.
The Missoula writer's gift will become part of the UM Library Archives Special
Collection of Published Books and Articles.

This collection is composed of materials

of particular interest to students of writing and literature.

Miss Johnson says she

intends also to give the University her notes for the novel to make them accessible
to such students.
The UM alumna's previous donations to the University include the original manuscripts
of five books and a number of short stories and articles published in the Saturday
Evening Post, Collier's, Redbook, Seventeen, Cosmopolitan, and other national
magazines.
Included in her past donations are the manuscripts of both "The Bedside Book
of Bastards,
and

Montana,

co-authored with the late Robert Turner, longtime UM history professor,
a book in the Howard-McCann States of the Nation Series.

Also in the

Archives Special Collection is the manuscript of the Encyclopaedia Britannica article
on Montana, written by Miss Johnson.
In addition, the collection contains some of the writer's correspondence with
publishers, her corrments on various aspects of her stories, and personal photographs.
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Besides the materials relating to Miss Johnson's career as a writer, the
collection includes items documenting her various avocations, such as honorary
police chief of Whitefish, adopted member of the Blackfeet Indian Tribe, and UM
Homecoming Parade Marshal.
Miss Johnson, who holds a degree in English from the UM, has been generous
to her alma mater, and she has also given manuscripts to other institutions that
have a claim on her attention or that have expressed special interest in her work.
For example, the Iowa-born writer has made gifts to the State University of Iowa
and, at Princeton's request, to that school.
Although Miss Johnson is not a native Montanan, she did grow up in Whitefish,
she did graduate from the UM, and when the glitter of the New York magazine-publishing
world suddenly looked less dazzling than the stars of the Big Sky, she did return
to Montana.
After giving up her job as a magazine editor in New York, she worked for a
time as a reporter for the Whitefish Pilot before moving to Missoula.

In 1953 she

became executive secretary of the Montana State Press Association and a member of
the UM journalism faculty and served in both capacities until 1967.

In 1973, the

University awarded her an honorary doctorate.
No matter what else she was doing, she continued to write and to win critical
acclaim for her work.

Three of her stories have been made into films:

"The

Hanging Tree," "The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance," and "A Man Called Horse."
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